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Abstract

The automobile-dependent society that started from the beginning of the 20th century
resulted in the decline of the central business districts and expansion of low density
suburban sprawls. However, with the worsening of global warming and the rapidly
progressing aging society, the relationship between city and transportation based on
the automobile is facing to change its direction. In this paper, the author discusses
the trend of the world and the direction that Japan should move toward the new
relationship between city and transportation where pedestrians, bicycles, and public
transport have priorities. As an example of this new direction, the author will introduce
the case of Utsunomiya city where the author lives. In Utsunomiya, a new LRT project

that has been promoted over the last quarter century was finally approved by the



national government and the construction started this year. In 2022, the first new LRT
system in Japan will be in operation in Utsunomiya, which aims to form a new human-

oriented transportation city, based on the concept of networked compact city.
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