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The paper is inspired by my 11 months stay in Ghent, a historical city located in the
northwest of Belgium. Belgium is a multilingual society with three official languages,
Dutch, French, and German. Language use in Belgium has always been a complex and
conflicting issue in the nation's history. In the first part of the paper, I will provide a
brief review of the socio-political system and language use in Belgium. In the second
part of the paper, based on my narrative interview data, I will describe the actual
language practice in two Belgium families, one in the Wallonia French speaking region

and the other in the Flanders Dutch speaking region.
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I think I'm somewhere in between. I can't say I identify myself as Dutch speaker
because my Dutch is not good enough to identify myself. I identify myself as French
speaker because it's kind of my mother tongue. And that it shows that I'm someone
from French speaking community from Belgium because I'm more than impression in
my family. In the context in the situation we are Belgium because we have both parts,
so we have Germanic influence and Latin influence, (Dutch and French) , and living
near to German community. So also we have this German influence. And I was born
in German community. So I'm really Belgium. So when my friends would say joking,
"oh, you are from Wallonia." "In fact I'm more like Belgium like you are." I think I really
middle of anything. We feel like we are in the middle.
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When I met him, he did not speak Dutch. He spoke English and French. That was
his language.

I graduated from high school in 1999. So from 1999 until 2008 I had not spoken
French. My French at that time was really far. So we started conversation with
English.

Actually we talked about which language we use. And he said that he prefer
speaking English for two reasons. The first reason was that he thought it was more
fair because he didn't speak any Dutch and he thought English is our neutral language.
And other reason was that we thought we are more fluent in English other than we
would chosen French because my French is not so fluent any more. We still talk in
English.
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We are doing like one parent one language system, but because Dutch is so much
more present in Ghent. — Only he hears French from his father and also we put try
to some television as well. He can watch cartoons in French and he sometimes spend

whole weekend with father's parents.

So he mixes a lot, but he now starts speaking more French, but Dutch is more fluent.
He is proud of speaking French.
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FEEOHGEPIR S, OEHEL 4 7 VRN Z ) Th b, T2, BFI3KmoIERHE
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DEFEEH S DLV, EFRIFEM L T 200 0-RISH LT, BIELT
WHRWERD D, 4T U YREOARRICEBEOHEZRET DT LD L L) 72,

He doesn't understand yet, but some words he already says in English, like "please”.

T2, TVECEANRDERELFE T T2 AT RL 5L, TEEICH LOEREIEIE VL) 72,

BFRMMOFIHAN, GELIED 5008, o722 ) 7125, BIEERICFiERT) 2 5
LTW2E)T, WHVAHRBER) T AHHBIICRFTEL TWEE) Thd, RAD
SR T AUA LD IEE IR THHIEBOEHZH T L2 THB), »wHn
HEMLTL B2 7

WUIFTE, 97 HTHFIZVY, Rrbiflrdohslad %, SOz Ao
EDINTRIRT AR L L VO T, Gl LIAOADIEIRNEI VR 2272550 L2572,

D L) ICSORE TIIFERERE, FELOMELRE, NEOIERIZE U THEE
DEHSHENEDLoTE, GBI TFELOREIIL U TEKISHIGL TV Z -
biid,

5 BHOHIC
NV F—RFENIZ3OOFREEZ AT 52 ANA P HAFET 5 L W) ITBDILL N5 H 5 &
IFHICHEE 2 RN e BRA TEROEE 217> Twbh, TIIZELLTWAH AL kA 7%
RO L ELFHERERBICHEILL TnD, SCELTALA TR TV L, FELTAET
WL 72O RER E LTRA, BB LTI ) L) LBEPELE LN L,
HAMES SN OBROZFANLZ EPEZ LN, RAIEZEHERREICESSOINS
LGB ENTFREND, NUF—HEDOMISIERIISEII LD LB DbNL,

A

FRHE D720 72 MRS L8 £ Andreas Niehaus#3% (Prof. dr.
Andreas Niehaus, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy - Head of Department of Languages
and Cultures) \ZIZARICDIY S REZTEE 2T $72, XAV F -1 L
TLANZZMAIZ S ESEH OB L L 72\,

x

1) NV F—"TIF20104F 6 H O##EE LR 1 4R CEBBUFORMBATE v & v
REEDSE 720 L L, SEFEMRBURF R HuIs Pl B~ O KB = MRS AT b T »
7272, COMPRICENIERERRBEUIE L 2272729 TH D,

2) V=T YHONDET T v ¥ — ABMOARIERER— L= VI2 L b, FAKE
75 V= ABFAR S — L= FOHBEMETER2014-2015 (pp.193) 12X D,

3) BIHXH V=7 Y EREENTVWEDRIN—T 2% 7T AERNICEE L Tw
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4)
5)

6)

L7200 THhb, 77V FiETOERLIILeuven THEEVPN—T 2V, 7TV AETD
FKitldlouvaln THEEVPINV—T 7 Y &b, TOX )NV F—=TlE—20HH4NE
FHICEoTERER, BEVPRRLILEDPH), BTV AIZIZREEZS5 252
AR

AFHBHOTEII T N TEEPHE L2 DTH b,
COMFEMHITRICAMEINTBYNTE RFET LI ENTE D, 5 1 IRIEF K
THEEVBERT 575 ERELEEL T2 72,

FHTHTONINET 7 25— ABFOBRRIEFE R — L XR—DI2L b, FEBIET T~
5 — ZBUF AR R — A R— Y FOBFREHE#E2014-2015 (pp193) 12X 5. &b,
7Y NREFEOZEFIIFRMENC L D E3HARY Lo TWwh,
TYMNKRFEGET LEWT, RFOEELE 2 EICHHSIN TV, o7
A ERFOARKTTLE LT b T\,

FIFHCHANY MRFERBENTVBLDRT Y MDOF T v FEOFRE ZFH L Tw
L1z ThH b,

SE K
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